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In what county do you live?

100 responses

@ Barnstable

@ Berkshire
@ Bristol
@ Dukes
\ @ Essex
‘ @ Franklin
18% \\V @ Hampden
‘ @ Hampshire
8%
12V

What type of beekeeper are you?

100 responses

@ Hobby/Backyard

@ Sideliner

@ Commercial - migratory
@ Commercial - stationary

/ @ Other
44—‘—




Have you ever attended a Bee School course?

100 responses

® Yes
® No

Do you currently have, or have you ever had, a mentor to aid in your
beekeeping efforts?

100 responses

@ Currently have a mentor

@ Currently do not have a mentor, but
had one in the past

@ Never had had a mentor
@ Do not have a mentor, but wish | did
@ Other

Would you be interested in participating in a Massachusetts based Master
Beekeeping Program if one becomes available?

100 responses

@ Yes
® No




How did you hear about this survey?

100 responses

@ Friend
@ Beekeepers' Association
@ Twitter

/ @ Facebook

A @ MDAR Apiary Webpage

@ MDAR Farm and Market Report
@ UMass Extension

@ Other

In what MA county is your apiary? Please check all that apply.

100 responses

Barnstable
Berkshire
Bristol
Dukes
Essex
Franklin
Hampden
Hampshire
Middlesex
Nantucket
Norfolk
Plymouth
Suffolk
Worcester
Other

3 (3%)
3 (3%)

19 (19%)

11 (11%)

33 (33%)

What best describes the 6 mile radius area around your apiary? Please check
all that apply

100 responses

Natural (i.e. f... 62 (62%)

Agricultural (... 32 (32%)

Urban or Su... 64 (64%)

Other 10 (10%)
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Did you use at least some of your colonies for pollination of agricultural crops
from April 2016 to April 2017?

100 responses

® Yes
® No

Y

What variety of queen(s) do you have? Please check all that apply.

100 responses

Buckfast 5 (5%)
Carnolian 22 (22%)
Italian 78 (78%)
Minnesota H...
Russian 9 (9%)

Varroa Sensi...

Other 13 (13%)
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What is the age of your queen(s)?

100 responses

Less than 1... 50 (50%)
1yearto2y... 52 (52%)
More than 2...

Other



What % of your colonies did you re-queen between April 2016 and April 2017?

100 responses

None 56 (56%)

Less than 10% 3 (3%)
10% to 30%
30% to 50%

50% or more 27 (27%)

Other

If you re-queened your colonies(s) this year, where did you get your queen(s)?
Please check all that apply.

48 responses

Commercial... —4 (8.3%)

Beekeeper ... L 18 (37.5%)

Beekeeper i... 12 (25%)

Produced fro... -16 (33.3%)
Collected fro...

Other

What variety of honey bees do you have? Please check all that apply.

100 responses

Carnolian 21 (21%)

Italian 79 (79%)
Minnesota H...
Russian )

Varroa Sensi...

Other



What are the age(s) of your colonies? Please check all that apply.

100 responses

Less than 1... 50 (50%)

1yearto2y...

More than 2... 24 (24%)

How were your colonies started? Please check all that apply.

100 responses

Nucleus colo... 27 (27%)

Package bees 82 (82%)

Split from an... 17 (17%)
Swarm —16 (16%)
Other 2 (2%)
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What type of hive(s) do you use? Please check all that apply.

100 responses

AZ - Slovenian

Langstroth -...
Langstroth -... 14 (14%)
Langstroth -... 86 (86%)
Top Bar 3 (3%)
Warre 2 (2%)
Otherfj—1 (1%)
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What type of frame foundation do you use? Please check all that apply.

100 responses

None (found... 10 (10%)

Wax foundati... L 74 (74%)

Plastic found... 40 (40%)

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70

On average, how old is the brood comb in your colonies?
100 responses

Lessthan 1... -34 (34%)
1yearto3y... 57 (57%)

3yearsto5...

More than 5...

How many old frames did you replace in your colonies on average this year
using new frames?

100 responses

None

55 (55%)
Less than 10% 13 (13%)
10% to 30% 24 (24%)

30% to 50%
50% or more
Other [—1 (1%)
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How many filled frames of honey stores did you leave per colony after
October 20167

100 responses

@ None

@® 1to 4 frames

@ 5to 10 frames

@ 11 to 15 frames

@ More than 15 frames
@ Other

What do you think caused your SUMMER colony losses? Please check all that
apply.

48 responses

American Foul...
Chalkbrood
Colony Collaps...
Environmental...
European Foul...
Natural Disaste...
Nosema spp
Pesticides
Queen Failure
Sacbrood
Starvation
Tracheal Mites
Varroa Mites
Viruses

Other

0 2 4 6 8 10 12 14 16 18

3 (6.3%)
10 (20.8%)

14 (29.2%)

18 (37.5%)



What do you think caused your WINTER colony losses? Please check all that
apply.

70 responses

American Foul...

Chalkbrood
Colony Collaps...
Environmental...
European Foul...

—14 (20%)

Natural Disaste... 4 (5.7%)
Nosema spp )
Pesticides
Queen Failure 8 (11.4%)
Sacbrood|—0 (0%)

Starvation
Tracheal Mites
Varroa Mites

13 (18.6%)

34 (48.6%)
Viruses 13 (18.6%)
Other 28 (40%)
0 5 10 15 20 25 30
What feeds did you provide this year? Please check all that apply.
100 responses
None
Amino-B Booster
Avrtificial Pollen 23 P... —13 (13%)
Bee Builder
Bee Pro )
Bee-Vert Sugarll—1 (1%)
Brood Builder|—0 (0%)
Brood DFM|—0 (0%)
Corn Syrup 2 (2%)
Granulated Sugar 52 (52%)

Homemade Pollen...
Homemade Sugar...
Honey B Healthy
Nozevit
Optima
Pro Health

Pro Sweet 2 (2%)

Pro Winter|—0 (0%)

Powdered Sugar 3 (3%)

10 (10%)

38 (38%)
24 (24%)

1(1%)

0 (0%)

—9 (9%)

Super DFM Honey... i1 (1%)
Ultra Bee 2 (2%)
Winter Patty —19 (19%)

26 (26%)
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What mite treatments did you apply this year? Please check all that apply.

100 responses

None 25 (25%)
Apiguard

Api Life Var
Apistan

Apivar

Brood Cycle Int...
CheckMite+
Drone Brood Tr...
Fumi-Strip
HopGuard Il
Mite-Away Quic...
Mite-A-Thol
Oxalic Acid
Powered Sugar...
Screened Botto...
Other

11 (11%)

4 (4%)

30 (30%)

25 (25%)

18 (18%)

Did you do a mite count pre/post treatment this year?

100 responses

® Yes
® No




What type of mite count procedure did you use? Please check all that apply.

47 responses

Alcohol wash 14 (29.8%)

Ether roll 1(2.1%)

Sugar shake 11 (23.4%)
Sticky board 19 (40.4%)

Other

Did you apply any medications this year? Please check all that apply.

100 responses

None 69 (69%)

Fumagilin-B 29 (29%)
Terramycin

Tylan or Tylo...
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Have you ever had a hive inspection by an MDAR Apiary Inspector?

100 responses

® Yes
® No




On a scale of 1 to 10, with 10 being the most positive, how would you rate the
MDAR Apiary Inspection process in meeting your needs as a beekeeper?

58 responses

30

20

10 T 6 (10.3%)
4(6.9%) 3 (5.2%) 4.(6.9%)

2 (3.4%) 0(?%) 0(?%) 1(1.|7%)

1 2 3 4

Would you recommend the MDAR Apiary Inspection service to other
beekeepers?

65 responses

® Yes
® No




